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A  Plantation  Hymn 

Far  down  the  west  still  glows  the  light. 
Tho’  elsewhere  it  is  night; 

The  fields  are  quiet  as  the  stars, 

Save  someone  at  the  bars, 

Whose  full  heart,  quiv’ring  to  the  brim, 
Flows  over  in  a  hymn. 

It  sends  its  strangely  solemn  tide 
Of  Hallelujahs,  wide — 

Across  the  fields,  and  up  as  far 
As  to  the  farthest  star, 

Till  all  the  southern  night ’s  in  bloom 
With  song  and  star-sown  gloom, 

And  Fancy  hears  the  Advent  roll 
Thro’  that  old  negro’s  soul ! 

HOWARD  WEEDEN 


Mammy’s  Lullaby 

Swing  low,  sweet  Chariot,”  low  enough 
To  give  some  heav’nly  rest 
To  dis  poor  restless  little  one 
Dat  sobs  on  Mammy’s  breast. 

Swing  low,  sweet  Chariot,”  wid  your  load 
Of  angels  snowy  drest. 

An’  throw  a  dream  out  to  de  chile 
’Most  ’sleep  on  Mammy’s  breast. 

‘Swing  low,  sweet  Chariot,”  so  dat  She 
May  look  into  de  nest, 

An’  see  how  sound  her  baby  sleeps 
At  last — on  Mammy’s  breast! 

HOWARD  WEEDEN 


Uncle  Rome 

I  changed  my  name  when  I  got  free 
To  “Mister,”  like  de  res’, 

But  now  dat  I  am  going  Home, 

I  like  de  ol’  name  bes’. 

Sweet  voices  callin’  “Uncle  Rome,” 

Seem  ringin’  in  my  ears; 

An’  swearin’  sort  o’  sociable, 

Ol’  Master’s  voice  I  hears, 

De  way  he  used  to  call  his  boat 
Across  de  river:  “Rome! 

You  damn’  ol’  nigger,  come  an’  bring 
Dat  boat,  an’  row  me  home!” 

He ’s  passed  Heav’n’s  River  now,  an’  soon 
He  ’ll  call  across  its  foam: 

“You  Rome,  you  damn’  ol’  nigger,  loose 
Your  boat,  an’  come  on  Home!” 

HOWARD  WEEDEN 
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TWO  LOVERS  AND  LIZETTE 

me?  in- love,  an’  wid  Lizette? 

You  better  b’lieve  I  aint; 

No  sassy  gal  like  dat  could  give 
Dis  nigger  heart-complaint. 

If  Gord  don’t  love  her  more  dan  I, 

Den  all  I  got  to  say, 

Is,  dat  her  soul’s  in  danger,  sho’, 

An’  she  had  better  prayl 

It’s  her  dat  is  in  love  wid  me; 

An  I  jes  laughs,  an’  tell  her, 

De  fruit  dat  draps  ’dout  bein’  shook 
Is  sho’  to  be  too  meller!  ” 

But  all  de  same  you  talks  too  much 
To  suit  me,  ’bout  Lizette: 

Some  gent’man’s  nigger  gwine  get  hurt 
About  dat  same  gal  yet  1 

HOWARD  WEEDEN 


A  BANJO  SONG 

PLAYS  de  banjo  better  now 
Dan  him  dat  taught  me  do. 

Because  he  plays  for  all  de  worP, 

An’  I  jes’  plays  for  you. 

He  learns  his  chunes  —  I  jes’  lets  down 
A  banjo-string  or  two 

Into  de  deepest  of  my  heart. 

An  draws  up  chunes  for  you. 

Slowly  dey  comes  swingin’  up, 

A-quiv’rin’  through  an’  through. 

Till  wid  a  rush  of  tinglin’  notes 
Dey  reaches  light  — an’  you. 

I  never  knows  if  dey  will  shine 
AYet  wid  tears  or  dew; 

I  only  knows  dat,  dew  or  tears, 

Dey  shine  because  of  you. 

HOWARD  WEEDEN 
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Two  Lovers  and  Lizette 
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e  Old  South 

e  y  Homer. 

Poems  by  Howard  Weeden 


1. 

’Way  down  South 

net 

.60 

High  in  Eb.  Low  in  Db 

2. 

The  song  of  the  watcher 

.60 

High  in  A  minor.  Low  in  F#  minor 

3. 

When  the  angels  call 

.60 

High  in  F.  Low  in  Eb 

4. 

Long  ago 

.50 

High  in  A.  Low  in  F 

5. 

At  last 

.50 

High  in  G  minor.  Low  in  F  minor 

6. 

Old  Watt  and  the  rabbits 

.60 

High  in  G.  Low  in  F 
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